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IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM, APPARATUS,
AND METHOD AND MEDICAL IMAGE
DIAGNOSIS APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-160071,
filed on Jul. 21, 2011; the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to an
image processing system, apparatus, and method, and a medi-
cal image diagnosis apparatus.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, monitors enabling an observer to view
two-parallax images captured from two viewpoints stereo-
scopically by using a specific device, such as a pair of stereo-
scopic vision glasses, have been in practical use. Further-
more, in recent years, monitors enabling an observer to view
multi-parallax images (e.g., nine-parallax images) captured
from a plurality of viewpoints stereoscopically with the naked
eyes by using a beam control element, such as a lenticular
lens, have also been in practical use. Such two-parallax
images and nine-parallax images displayed on monitors
enabling stereoscopic vision may be generated by estimating
depth information of an image captured from one viewpoint
and performing image processing with the information thus
estimated.

As for medical image diagnosis apparatuses, such as X-ray
computed tomography (CT) apparatuses, magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI) apparatuses, and ultrasound diagnosis
apparatuses, apparatuses capable of generating three-dimen-
sional medical image data (hereinafter, referred to as volume
data) have been in practical use. Conventionally, volume data
generated by such a medical image diagnosis apparatus is
converted into a two-dimensional image by various types of
image processing, and is displayed two-dimensionally on a
general-purpose monitor. For example, volume data gener-
ated by a medical image diagnosis apparatus is converted into
a two-dimensional image that reflects three-dimensional
information by volume rendering processing, and is dis-
played two-dimensionally on a general-purpose monitor.

In the conventional technology, however, there is a certain
limit to a degree of the depth of the stereoscopically viewable
image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram for describing a configuration example
of an image processing system according to a first embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams for describing an example
of'astereoscopic display monitor that performs a stereoscopic
display based on a two-parallax image;

FIG. 3 is a diagram for describing an example of a stereo-
scopic display monitor that performs a stereoscopic display
based on a nine-parallax image;

FIG. 4 is a diagram for describing a configuration example
of a workstation according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a diagram for describing a configuration example
of a rendering processing unit illustrated in FIG. 4;
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FIG. 6 is a diagram for describing an example of a volume
rendering process according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a first diagram for describing a problem of the
related art;

FIG. 8 is a second diagram for describing a problem of the
related art;

FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing an example of a tech-
nique of improving a degree of the depth of a stereoscopic
image having no blur;

FIG. 10 is a diagram for describing a configuration
example of a control unit according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a diagram for describing an example of a process
performed by a rendering control unit according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 12A is a diagram for describing an example of a first
display process performed by a display control unit according
to the first embodiment;

FIG. 12B is a diagram for describing an example of a
second display process performed by a display control unit
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of a process
performed by a workstation according to the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 14 is a schematic view for describing an outline of a
process executed by a display control unit according to a
second embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a diagram for describing an example of a process
performed by a display control unit according to the second
embodiment;

FIG. 16 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of a process
performed by a workstation according to the second embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 17 is a diagram for describing deviation correction by
sliding a lenticular lens according to a third embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to an embodiment, an image processing system
includes a display unit, a parallax image generation control
unit and a display control unit. The display unit configured to
simultaneously display a predetermined number of parallax
image. The parallax image generation control unit configured
to perform control such that a group of parallax images of
point-of-view positions which are larger in number than the
predetermined number is generated. The display control unit
configured to classify the group of the parallax images gen-
erated by control of the parallax image generation control unit
into a first parallax image sub group including a set of parallax
images whose point-of-view positions are discontinuous to
each other and a second parallax image sub group including
parallax images whose point-of-view positions are between
the set of the parallax images, and perform control such that
the display unit displays the first parallax image sub group
and the second parallax image sub group while switching the
first parallax image sub group and the second parallax image
sub group at a predetermined switching speed.

Hereinafter, embodiments of an image processing system,
apparatus, and method will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. In the following, an
image processing system including a workstation with a func-
tion as an image processing apparatus is described as an
embodiment. Here, the terminology used in the following
embodiments is described. A “parallax image group” refers to
an image group which is generated by performing a volume
rendering process on volume data while moving a point-of-
view position by a predetermined parallactic angle at a time.
In other words, the “parallax image group” is configured with
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a plurality of “parallax images” having different “point-of-
view positions.” Further, a “parallactic angle” refers to an
angle determined by an adjacent point-of-view position
among point-of-view positions set to generate the “parallax
image group” and a predetermined position in a space (the
center of a space) represented by volume data. Further, a
“parallax number” refers to the number of “parallax images”
necessary to implement a stereoscopic view by a stereoscopic
display monitor. Further, a “nine-parallax image” described
in the following refers to a “parallax image group” consisting
of nine “parallax images.” Furthermore, a “two-parallax
image” described in the following refers to a “parallax image
group” consisting of two “parallax images.”

First Embodiment

First, a configuration example of an image processing sys-
tem according to a first embodiment will be described. FIG. 1
is a diagram for explaining an exemplary configuration of an
image processing system according to a first embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, an image processing system 1
according to the first embodiment includes a medical image
diagnosis apparatus 110, an image storage device 120, a
workstation 130, and a terminal device 140. The respective
devices illustrated in FIG. 1 are connected to directly or
indirectly communicate one another, for example, via a hos-
pital Local Area Network (LAN) 2 installed in a hospital. For
example, when a Picture Archiving and Communication Sys-
tem (PACS) is introduced into the image processing system 1,
the respective devices exchange a medical image or the like
with one another according to a Digital Imaging and Com-
munications in Medicine (DICOM) standard.

The image processing system 1 generates a parallax image
group from volume data, which is three-dimensional medical
image data, generated by the medical image diagnosis appa-
ratus 110, and displays the parallax image group on a monitor
enabling stereoscopic vision. Thus, the image processing sys-
tem 1 provides a medical image capable of being viewed
stereoscopically to a doctor or a laboratory technician who
works for the hospital. Specifically, in the first embodiment,
the workstation 130 performs various types of image process-
ing on volume data to generate a parallax image group. The
workstation 130 and the terminal device 140 have a monitor
enabling stereoscopic vision, and display the parallax image
group generated by the workstation 130 on the monitor. The
image storage device 120 stores therein the volume data gen-
erated by the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110 and the
parallax image group generated by the workstation 130. In
other words, the workstation 130 and the terminal device 140
acquire the volume data and the parallax image group from
the image storage device 120 to process the volume data and
to display the parallax image group on the monitor. The
devices will be explained below in order.

The medical image diagnosis apparatus 110 is an X-ray
diagnosis apparatus, an X-ray Computed Tomography (CT)
apparatus, a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) apparatus,
an ultrasonic diagnostic device, a Single Photon Emission
Computed Tomography (SPECT) device, a Positron Emis-
sion computed Tomography (PET) apparatus, a SPECT-CT
apparatus in which a SPECT apparatus is integrated with an
X-ray CT apparatus, a PET-CT apparatus in which a PET
apparatus is integrated with an X-ray CT apparatus, a device
group thereof, or the like. The medical image diagnosis appa-
ratus 110 according to the first embodiment can generate 3D
medical image data (volume data).

Specifically, the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110
according to the first embodiment captures a subject, and
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generates volume data. For example, the medical image diag-
nosis apparatus 110 generates volume data such that it col-
lects data such as projection data or an MR signal by captur-
ing a subject, and then reconstructs medical image data
including a plurality of axial planes along a body axis direc-
tion of a subject based on the collected data. The medical
image diagnosis apparatus 110 reconstructs medical image
data of 500 axial planes, for example. The medical image data
group of 500 axial planes corresponds to volume data. Alter-
natively, projection data or an MR signal of a subject captured
by the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110 may be used as
volume data.

The medical image diagnosis apparatus 110 according to
the first embodiment transmits the generated volume data to
the image storage device 120. When the medical image diag-
nosis apparatus 110 transmits the volume data to the image
storage device 120, the medical image diagnosis apparatus
110 transmits supplementary information such as a patient ID
identifying a patient, an inspection 1D identifying an inspec-
tion, a apparatus 1D identifying the medical image diagnosis
apparatus 110, and a series 1D identifying single shooting by
the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110, for example.

The image storage device 120 is a database that stores a
medical image. Specifically, the image storage device 120
according to the first embodiment stores volume data trans-
mitted from the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110 in a
storage unit to store the volume data therein. Further, in the
first embodiment, the workstation 130 generates a parallax
image group based on the volume data, and transmits the
generated parallax image group to the image storage device
120. Thus, the image storage device 120 stores a parallax
image group transmitted from the workstation 130 in the
storage unit to store the parallax image group therein. Further,
in the present embodiment, the workstation 130 capable of
storing a large amount of images may be used, and in this
case, the image storage device 120 illustrated in FIG. 1 may
be incorporated with the workstation 130 illustrated in FIG. 1.
In other words, in the present embodiment, the volume data or
the parallax image group may be stored in the workstation
130.

Further, in the first embodiment, the volume data or the
parallax image group stored in the image storage device 120
is stored in association with the patient ID, the inspection ID,
the apparatus ID, the series ID, and the like. Thus, the work-
station 130 or the terminal device 140 performs a search using
the patient ID, the inspection ID, the apparatus ID, the series
ID, or the like, and acquires necessary volume data or a
necessary parallax image group from the image storage
device 120.

The workstation 130 is an image processing apparatus that
performs image processing on a medical image. Specifically,
the workstation 130 according to the first embodiment per-
forms various types of rendering processing on the volume
data acquired from the image storage device 120 to generate
aparallax image group. The parallax image group is a plural-
ity of parallax images captured from a plurality of viewpoints.
A parallax image group displayed on a monitor enabling an
observer to view nine-parallax images stereoscopically with
the naked eyes is nine parallax images whose viewpoint posi-
tions are different from one another.

The workstation 130 according to the first embodiment
includes a monitor enabling stereoscopic vision (hereinafter,
referred to as a stereoscopic display monitor) as a display
unit. The workstation 130 generates a parallax image group,
and displays the parallax image group thus generated on the
stereoscopic display monitor. As a result, an operator of the
workstation 130 can perform an operation for generating the
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parallax image group while checking a medical image that is
displayed on the stereoscopic display monitor and capable of
being viewed stereoscopically.

The workstation 130 transmits the parallax image group
thus generated to the image storage device 120. When trans-
mitting the parallax image group to the image storage device
120, the workstation 130 transmits the patient ID, the exami-
nation ID, the apparatus ID, and the series ID, for example, as
additional information. Examples of the additional informa-
tion transmitted when the workstation 130 transmits the par-
allax image group to the image storage device 120 include
additional information related to the parallax image group.
Examples of the additional information related to the parallax
image group include the number of parallax images (e.g.,
“nine”) and the resolution of the parallax image (e.g., “466x
350 pixels”).

To generate and display multi-parallax images sequen-
tially, the workstation 130 according to the first embodiment
generates and displays parallax images of different parallax
positions alternately between continuous time-phase data. As
a result, the workstation 130 can display sequential multi-
parallax images smoothly even if the sequential multi-paral-
lax images are generated and displayed in real time. This
operation will be described later in detail.

The terminal device 140 is a device that allows a doctor or
a laboratory technician who works in the hospital to view a
medical image. Examples of the terminal device 140 include
a Personal Computer (PC), a tablet-type PC, a Personal Digi-
tal Assistant (PDA), and a portable telephone, which are
operated by a doctor or a laboratory technician who works in
the hospital. Specifically, the terminal device 140 according
to the first embodiment includes a stereoscopic display moni-
tor as a display unit. Further, the terminal device 140 acquires
a parallax image group from the image storage device 120,
and causes the acquired parallax image group to be displayed
on the stereoscopic display monitor. As a result, a doctor or a
laboratory technician who is an observer can view a stereo-
scopically viewable medical image.

Here, the stereoscopic display monitor included in the
workstation 130 or the terminal device 140 will be described.
A general-purpose monitor which is currently most widely
used two dimensionally displays a two-dimensional (2D)
image and hardly performs a 3D display on a 2D image. If an
observer desires a stereoscopic view to be displayed on the
general-purpose monitor, a device that outputs an image to
the general-purpose monitor needs to parallel-display a two-
parallax image stercoscopically viewable to an observer
through a parallel method or an intersection method. Alter-
natively, a device that outputs an image to the general-pur-
pose monitor needs to display an image stereoscopically
viewable to an observer through a color-complementation
method using glasses in which a red cellophane is attached to
a left-eye portion and a blue cellophane is attached to a
right-eye portion.

Meanwhile, there are stereoscopic display monitors that
allow a two-parallax image (which is also referred to as a
“binocular parallax image”) to be stercoscopically viewed
using a dedicated device such as stereoscopic glasses.

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are schematics for explaining an
example of a stereoscopic display monitor that performs ste-
reoscopic display using two-parallax images. In the example
illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the stereoscopic display
monitor performs a stereoscopic display by a shutter method,
and shutter glasses are used as stereoscopic glasses worn by
an observer who observes the monitor. The stereoscopic dis-
play monitor alternately outputs a two-parallax image in the
monitor. For example, the monitor illustrated in FIG. 2A
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alternately outputs a left-eye image and a right-eye image
with 120 Hz. As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the monitor includes
an infrared-ray output unit, and controls an output of an
infrared ray according to a timing at which images are
switched.

The infrared ray output from the infrared-ray output unit is
received by an infrared-ray receiving unit of the shutter
glasses illustrated in FIG. 2A. A shutter is mounted to each of
right and left frames of the shutter glasses, and the shutter
glasses alternately switch a transmission state and a light
shielding state of the right and left shutters according to a
timing at which the infrared-ray receiving unit receives the
infrared ray. A switching process of a transmission state and
a light shielding state of the shutter will be described below.

As illustrated in FIG. 2B, each shutter includes an incident
side polarizing plate and an output side polarizing plate, and
further includes a liquid crystal layer disposed between the
incident side polarizing plate and the output side polarizing
plate. The incident side polarizing plate and the output side
polarizing plate are orthogonal to each other as illustrated in
FIG. 2B. Here, as illustrated in FIG. 2B, in an OFF state in
which a voltage is not applied, light has passed through the
incident side polarizing plate rotates at 90° due to an opera-
tion of the liquid crystal layer, and passes through the output
side polarizing plate. In other words, the shutter to which a
voltage is not applied becomes a transmission state.

Meanwhile, as illustrated in FIG. 2B, in an ON state in
which a voltage is applied, a polarization rotation operation
caused by liquid crystal molecules of the liquid crystal layer
does not work, and thus light having passed through the
incident side polarizing plate is shielded by the output side
polarizing plate. In other words, the shutter to which a voltage
is applied becomes a light shielding state.

In this regard, for example, the infrared-ray output unit
outputs the infrared ray during a time period in which the
left-eye image is being displayed on the monitor. Then, dur-
ing a time period in which the infrared ray is being received,
the infrared-ray receiving unit applies a voltage to the right-
eye shutter without applying a voltage to the left-eye shutter.
Through this operation, as illustrated in FIG. 2A, the right-
eye shutter becomes the light shielding state, and the left-eye
shutter becomes the transmission state, so that the left-eye
image is incident to the left eye of the observer. Meanwhile,
during a time period in which the right-eye image is being
displayed on the monitor, the infrared-ray output unit stops an
output of the infrared ray. Then, during a time period in which
the infrared ray is not being received, the infrared-ray receiv-
ing unit applies a voltage to the left-eye shutter without apply-
ing a voltage to the right-eye shutter. Through this operation,
the left-eye shutter becomes the light shielding state, and the
right-eye shutter becomes the transmission state, so that the
right-eye image is incident to the right eye of the observer. As
described above, the stereoscopic display monitor illustrated
in FIGS. 2A and 2B causes an image stereoscopically view-
able to the observer to be displayed by switching an image to
be displayed on the monitor in conjunction with the state of
the shutter. A monitor employing a polarizing glasses method
other than the shutter method is also known as the stereo-
scopic display monitor that allows a two-parallax image to be
stereoscopically viewed.

Further, a stereoscopic display monitor that allows an
observer to stereoscopically view a multi-parallax image with
the naked eyes such as a nine-parallax image using a light
beam controller such as a lenticular lens has been recently put
to practical. This kind of stereoscopic display monitor makes
a stereoscopic view possible by binocular parallax, and fur-
ther makes a stereoscopic view possible by kinematic paral-
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lax in which an observed video changes with the movement of
a point of view of an observer.

FIG. 3 is a schematic for explaining an example of a ste-
reoscopic display monitor that performs stereoscopic display
using nine-parallax images. In the stereoscopic display moni-
tor illustrated in FIG. 3, a light beam controller is arranged in
front of a planar display surface 200 such as a liquid crystal
panel. For example, in the stereoscopic display monitor illus-
trated in FIG. 3, a vertical lenticular sheet 201 including an
optical opening that extends in a vertical direction is attached
to the front surface ofthe display surface 200 as the light beam
controller.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, in the display surface 200, an
aspectratio is 3:1, and pixels 202 each of which includes three
sub-pixels of red (R), green (G), and blue (B) arranged in a
longitudinal direction are arranged in the form of a matrix.
The stereoscopic display monitor illustrated in FIG. 3 con-
verts a nine-parallax image including nine images into an
interim image arranged in a predetermined format (for
example, in a lattice form), and outputs the interim image to
the display surface 200. In other words, the stereoscopic
display monitor illustrated in FIG. 3 allocates nine pixels at
the same position in the nine-parallax image to the pixels 202
of nine columns, respectively, and then performs an output.
The pixels 202 of nine columns become a unit pixel group 203
to simultaneously display nine images having different point-
of-view positions.

The nine-parallax image simultaneously output as the unit
pixel group 203 in the display surface 200 is radiated as
parallel light through a Light Emitting Diode (LED) back-
light, and further radiated in multiple directions through the
vertical lenticular sheet 201. As light of each pixel of the
nine-parallax image is radiated in multiple directions, lights
incident to the left eye and the right eye of the observer change
in conjunction with the position (the position of the point of
view) of the observer. In other words, depending on an angle
at which the observer views, a parallax image incident to the
right eye differs in a parallactic angle from a parallax image
incident to the left eye. Through this operation, the observer
can stereoscopically view a shooting target, for example, at
each of nine positions illustrated in FIG. 3. For example, the
observer can stereoscopically view, in a state in which the
observer directly faces a shooting target, at the position of “5”
illustrated in FIG. 3, and can stereoscopically view, in a state
in which a direction of a shooting target is changed, at the
positions other than “5” illustrated in F1G. 3. The stereoscopic
display monitor illustrated in FIG. 3 is merely an example.
The stereoscopic display monitor that displays the nine-par-
allax image may include a horizontal stripe liquid crystal of
“RRR ---,GGG -- -, and BBB - - - ” as illustrated in FIG.
3 or may include a vertical stripe liquid crystal of
“RGBRGB - - - ” Further, the stereoscopic display monitor
illustrated in FIG. 3 may be of a vertical lens type in which a
lenticular sheet is vertical as illustrated in FIG. 3 or may be of
an oblique lens type in which a lenticular sheet is oblique.

The configuration example of the image processing system
1 according to the first embodiment has been briefly
described so far. An application of the image processing sys-
tem 1 described above is not limited to a case in which the
PACS is introduced. For example, the image processing sys-
tem 1 is similarly applied even to a case in which an electronic
chart system for managing an electronic chart with a medical
image attached thereto is introduced. In this case, the image
storage device 120 serves as a database for managing an
electronic chart. Further, for example, the image processing
system 1 is similarly applied even to a case in which a Hos-
pital Information System (HIS) or Radiology Information
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System (RIS) is introduced. Further, the image processing
system 1 is not limited to the above-described configuration
example. A function or an assignment of each device may be
appropriately changed according to an operation form.

Next, a configuration example of a workstation according
to the first embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining an exemplary
configuration of a workstation according to the first embodi-
ment. In the following, a “parallax image group” refers to an
image group for a stereoscopic view generated by performing
a volume rendering process on volume data. Further, a “par-
allax image” refers to each of images that configure the “par-
allax image group.” In other words, the “parallax image
group” is configured with a plurality of “parallax images”
having different point-of-view positions.

The workstation 130 according to the first embodiment is a
high-performance computer appropriate to image processing
or the like, and includes an input unit 131, a display unit 132,
a communication unit 133, a storage unit 134, a control unit
135, and a rendering processing unit 136 as illustrated in FIG.
4. In the following, a description will be made in connection
with an example in which the workstation 130 is a high-
performance computer appropriate to image processing or the
like. However, the workstation 130 is not limited to this
example, and may be an arbitrary information processing
device. For example, the workstation 130 may be an arbitrary
personal computer.

The input unit 131 includes a mouse, a keyboard, a track-
ball, or the like, and receives various operations which an
operator has input on the workstation 130. Specifically, the
input unit 131 according to the first embodiment receives an
input of information used to acquire volume data which is a
target of the rendering process from the image storage device
120. For example, the input unit 131 receives an input of the
patient ID, the inspection ID, the apparatus ID, the series 1D,
or the like. Further, the input unit 131 according to the first
embodiment receives an input of a condition (hereinafter,
referred to as a “rendering condition”) related to the rendering
process.

The display unit 132 includes a liquid crystal panel serving
as a stereoscopic display monitor, and displays a variety of
information. Specifically, the display unit 132 according to
the first embodiment displays a Graphical User Interface
(GUI), which is used to receive various operations from the
operator, a parallax image group, or the like. The communi-
cation unit 133 includes a Network Interface Card (NIC) or
the like and performs communication with other devices.

The storage unit 134 includes a hard disk, a semiconductor
memory device, or the like, and stores a variety of informa-
tion. Specifically, the storage unit 134 according to the first
embodiment stores the volume data acquired from the image
storage device 120 through the communication unit 133. Fur-
ther, the storage unit 134 according to the first embodiment
stores volume data which is under the rendering process, a
parallax image group generated by the rendering process, or
the like.

The control unit 135 includes an electronic circuit such as
a Central Processing Unit (CPU), a Micro Processing Unit
(MPU), or a Graphics Processing Unit (GPU) or an integrated
circuit such as an Application Specific Integrated Circuit
(ASIC) or a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA). The
control unit 135 controls the workstation 130 in general.

For example, the control unit 135 according to the first
embodiment controls a display of the GUI on the display unit
132 or a display of a parallax image group. Further, for
example, the control unit 135 controls transmission/reception
of the volume data or the parallax image group to/from the
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image storage device 120, which is performed through the
communication unit 133. Further, for example, the control
unit 135 controls the rendering process performed by the
rendering processing unit 136. Further, for example, the con-
trol unit 135 controls an operation of reading volume data
from the storage unit 134 or an operation of storing a parallax
image group in the storage unit 134.

In the first embodiment, the control unit 135 of the work-
station 130 controls the rendering processing performed by
the rendering processing unit 136, and cooperates with the
rendering processing unit 136. Thus, the control unit 135
generates parallax images of different parallax positions
alternately between continuous time-phase data and displays
the parallax images on the display unit 132. This operation
will be described later in detail.

The rendering processing unit 136 performs various ren-
dering processes on volume data acquired from the image
storage device 120 under control of the control unit 135, and
thus generates a parallax image group. Specifically, the ren-
dering processing unit 136 according to the first embodiment
reads volume data from the storage unit 134, and first per-
forms pre-processing on the volume data. Next, the rendering
processing unit 136 performs a volume rendering process on
the pre-processed volume data, and generates a parallax
image group. Subsequently, the rendering processing unit
136 generates a 2D image in which a variety of information (a
scale, a patient name, an inspection item, and the like) is
represented, and generates a 2D output image by superimpos-
ing the 2D image on each parallax image group. Then, the
rendering processing unit 136 stores the generated parallax
image group or the 2D output image in the storage unit 134.
Further, in the first embodiment, the rendering process refers
to the entire image processing performed on the volume data,
and the volume rendering process a process of generating a
2D image in which 3D information is reflected during the
rendering process. For example, the medical image generated
by the rendering process corresponds to a parallax image.

FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining an exemplary configu-
ration of a rendering processing unit illustrated in FI1G. 4. As
illustrated in FIG. 5, the rendering processing unit 136
includes a pre-processing unit 1361, a 3D image processing
unit 1362, and a 2D image processing unit 1363. The pre-
processing unit 1361 performs pre-processing on volume
data. The 3D image processing unit 1362 generates a parallax
image group from pre-processed volume data. The 2D image
processing unit 1363 generates a 2D output image in which a
variety of information is superimposed on a parallax image
group. The respective units will be described below in order.

The pre-processing unit 1361 is a processing unit that
performs a variety of pre-processing when performing the
rendering process on volume data, and includes an image
correction processing unit 1361a, a 3D object fusion unit
1361e, and a 3D object display area setting unit 13611

The image correction processing unit 1361a is a processing
unit that performs an image correction process when process-
ing two types of volume data as one volume data, and includes
a distortion correction processing unit 13615, a body motion
correction processing unit 1361¢, and an inter-image posi-
tioning processing unit 13614 as illustrated in FIG. 5. For
example, the image correction processing unit 1361a per-
forms an image correction process when processing volume
data of a PET image generated by a PET-CT apparatus and
volume data of an X-ray CT image as one volume data.
Alternatively, the image correction processing unit 1361a
performs an image correction process when processing vol-
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ume data of a T1-weighted image and volume data of a
T2-weighted image which are generated by an MRI apparatus
as one volume data.

Further, the distortion correction processing unit 13615
corrects distortion of individual volume data caused by a
collection condition at the time of data collection by the
medical image diagnosis apparatus 110. Further, the body
motion correction processing unit 1361c¢ corrects movement
caused by body motion of a subject during a data collection
time period used to generate individual volume data. Further,
the inter-image positioning processing unit 1361d performs
positioning (registration), for example, using a cross correla-
tion method between two pieces of volume data which have
been subjected to the correction processes by the distortion
correction processing unit 13615 and the body motion cor-
rection processing unit 1361c.

The 3D object fusion unit 1361e performs the fusion of a
plurality of volume data which have been subjected to the
positioning by the inter-image positioning processing unit
13614d. Further, the processes performed by the image cor-
rection processing unit 1361a and the 3D object fusion unit
1361e may not be performed when the rendering process is
performed on single volume data.

The 3D object display area setting unit 1361f'is a process-
ing unit that sets a display area corresponding to a display
target organ designated by an operator, and includes a seg-
mentation processing unit 1361g. The segmentation process-
ing unit 1361g is a processing unit that extracts an organ, such
as a heart, alung, or a blood vessel, which is designated by the
operator, for example, by an area extension technique based
on a pixel value (voxel value) of volume data.

Further, the segmentation processing unit 1361g does not
perform the segmentation process when a display target organ
has not been designated by the operator. Further, the segmen-
tation processing unit 1361g extracts a plurality of corre-
sponding organs when a plurality of display target organs is
designated by the operator. Further, the process performed by
the segmentation processing unit 1361g may be re-executed
at a fine adjustment request of the operator who has referred
to a rendering image.

The 3D image processing unit 1362 performs the volume
rendering process on the pre-processed volume data which
has been subjected to the process performed by the pre-
processing unit 1361. As processing units for performing the
volume rendering process, the 3D image processing unit 1362
includes a projection method setting unit 1362a, a 3D geo-
metric transform processing unit 13625, a 3D object appear-
ance processing unit 1362/, and a 3D virtual space rendering
unit 1362%.

The projection method setting unit 1362a determines a
projection method for generating a parallax image group. For
example, the projection method setting unit 1362a deter-
mines whether the volume rendering process is to be executed
using a parallel projection method or a perspective projection
method.

The 3D geometric transform processing unit 13625 is a
processing unit that determines information necessary to per-
form 3D geometric transform on volume data which is to be
subjected to the volume rendering process, and includes a
parallel shift processing unit 1362c¢, a rotation processing unit
13624, and a scaling processing unit 1362e. The parallel shift
processing unit 1362¢ is a processing unit that determines a
shift amount to shift volume data in parallel when a point-of-
view position is shifted in parallel at the time of the volume
rendering process. The rotation processing unit 13624 is a
processing unit that determines a movement amount for rota-
tionally moving volume data when a point-of-view position is
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rotationally moved at the time of the volume rendering pro-
cess. Further, the scaling processing unit 1362¢ is a process-
ing unit that determines an enlargement ratio or a reduction
ratio of volume data when it is requested to enlarge or reduce
a parallax image group.

The 3D object appearance processing unit 1362fincludes a
3D object color processing unit 1362g, a 3D object opacity
processing unit 1362/, a 3D object quality-of-material pro-
cessing unit 1362/, and a 3D virtual space light source pro-
cessing unit 1362;. The 3D object appearance processing unit
13621 performs a process of determining a display form of a
parallax image group to be displayed through the above pro-
cessing units, for example, according to the operator’s
request.

The 3D object color processing unit 1362g is a processing
unit that determines a color colored to each area segmented
from volume data. The 3D object opacity processing unit
1362/ is a processing unit that determines opacity of each
voxel configuring each area segmented from volume data. In
volume data, an area behind an area having opacity of
“100%” is not represented in a parallax image group. Further,
in volume data, an area having opacity of “0%” is not repre-
sented in a parallax image group.

The 3D object quality-of-material processing unit 1362; is
a processing unit that determines the quality of a material of
each area segmented from volume data and adjusts the texture
when the area is represented. The 3D virtual space light
source processing unit 1362/ is a processing unit that deter-
mines the position or the type of a virtual light source installed
in a 3D virtual space when the volume rendering process is
performed on volume data. Examples of the type of a virtual
light source include a light source that emits a parallel beam
from infinity and a light source that emits a radial beam from
a point of view.

The 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624 performs the
volume rendering process on volume data, and generates a
parallax image group. Further, the 3D virtual space rendering
unit 1362% uses a variety of information, which is determined
by the projection method setting unit 1362a, the 3D geomet-
ric transform processing unit 13625, and the 3D object
appearance processing unit 1362/, as necessary when the
volume rendering process is performed.

Here, the volume rendering process performed by the 3D
virtual space rendering unit 1362% is performed according to
the rendering condition. For example, the parallel projection
method or the perspective projection method may be used as
the rendering condition. Further, for example, a reference
point-of-view position, a parallactic angle, and a parallax
number may be used as the rendering condition. Further, for
example, a parallel shift of a point-of-view position, a rota-
tional movement of a point-of-view position, an enlargement
of'a parallax image group, and a reduction of a parallax image
group may be used as the rendering condition. Further, for
example, a color colored, transparency, the texture, the posi-
tion of a virtual light source, and the type of virtual light
source may be used as the rendering condition. The rendering
condition may be input by the operator through the input unit
131 or may be initially set. In either case, the 3D virtual space
rendering unit 1362% receives the rendering condition from
the control unit 135, and performs the volume rendering
process on volume data according to the rendering condition.
Further, at this time, the projection method setting unit 1362a,
the 3D geometric transform processing unit 13625, and the
3D object appearance processing unit 1362/ determine a vari-
ety of necessary information according to the rendering con-
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dition, and thus the 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624
generates a parallax image group using a variety of informa-
tion determined.

FIG. 6 is a schematic for explaining an example of volume
rendering processing according to the first embodiment. For
example, let us assume that the 3D virtual space rendering
unit 1362k receives the parallel projection method as the
rendering condition, and further receives a reference point-
of-view position (5) and a parallactic angle “1°” as illustrated
in a “nine-parallax image generating method (1)” of FIG. 6. In
this case, the 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624 shifts the
position of a point of view to (1) to (9) in parallel so that the
parallactic angle can be changed by “1°”, and generates nine
parallax images between which the parallactic angle (an
angle in a line-of-sight direction) differs from each other by
1° by the parallel projection method. Further, when the par-
allel projection method is performed, the 3D virtual space
rendering unit 13624 sets a light source that emits a parallel
beam in a line-of-sight direction from infinity.

Alternatively, the 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624
receives the perspective projection method as the rendering
condition, and further receives a reference point-of-view
position (5) and a parallactic angle “1°” as illustrated in a
“nine-parallax image generating method (2)” of FIG. 6. In
this case, the 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624 rotation-
ally moves the position of a point of view to (1) to (9) so that
the parallactic angle can be changed by “1°” centering on the
center (gravity center) of volume data, and generates nine
parallax images between which the parallactic angle differs
from each other by 1° by the perspective projection method.
Further, when the perspective projection method is per-
formed, the 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624 sets a point
light source or a surface light source, which three-dimension-
ally emits light in a radial manner centering on a line-of-sight
direction, at each point of view. Further, when the perspective
projection method is performed, the points of view (1) to (9)
may be parallel-shifted according to the rendering condition.

Further, the 3D virtual space rendering unit 13624 may
perform the volume rendering process using the parallel pro-
jection method and the perspective projection method
together by setting a light source that two-dimensionally
emits light in a radial manner centering on the line-of-sight
direction on a longitudinal direction of a volume rendering
image to display, and emits a parallel beam in the line-of-sight
direction from infinity on a transverse direction of a volume
rendering image to display.

The nine parallax images generated in the above-described
way configure a parallax image group. In the first embodi-
ment, for example, the nine parallax images are converted
into interim images arranged in a predetermined format (for
example, a lattice form) by the control unit 135, and then
output to the display unit 132 serving as the stereoscopic
display monitor. At this time, the operator of the workstation
130 can perform an operation of generating a parallax image
group while checking a stereoscopically viewable medical
image displayed on the stereoscopic display monitor.

The example of FIG. 6 has been described in connection
with the case in which the projection method, the reference
point-of-view position, and the parallactic angle are received
as the rendering condition. However, similarly even when any
other condition is received as the rendering condition, the 3D
virtual space rendering unit 13624 generates the parallax
image group while reflecting each rendering condition.

Subsequently, the parallax image group which the 3D
image processing unit 1362 has generated based on the vol-
ume data is regarded as an underlay. Then, an overlay in
which a variety of information (a scale, a patient name, an



US 9,336,751 B2

13

inspection item, and the like) is represented is superimposed
on the underlay, so that a 2D output image is generated. The
2D image processing unit 1363 is a processing unit that per-
forms image processing on the overlay and the underlay and
generates a 2D output image, and includes a 2D object ren-
dering unit 1363a, a 2D geometric transform processing unit
13635, and a brightness adjusting unit 1363¢ as illustrated in
FIG. 5. For example, in order to reduce a load required in a
process of generating a 2D output image, the 2D image pro-
cessing unit 1363 generates nine 2D output images by super-
imposing one overlay on each of nine parallax images (under-
lays). In the following, an underlay on which an overlay is
superimposed may be referred to simply as a “parallax
image.”

The 2D object rendering unit 13634 is a processing unit
that renders a variety of information represented on the over-
lay. The 2D geometric transform processing unit 13635 is a
processing unit that parallel-shifts or rotationally moves the
position of a variety of information represented on the over-
lay, or enlarges or reduces a variety of information repre-
sented on the overlay.

The brightness adjusting unit 1363¢ is a processing unit
that performs a brightness converting process. For example,
the brightness adjusting unit 1363¢ adjusts brightness of the
overlay and the underlay according to an image processing
parameter such as gradation of a stereoscopic display monitor
of'an output destination, a window width (WW), or a window
level (WL).

The two-dimensional images to be output that are gener-
ated in this manner are temporarily stored in the storage unit
134 by the control unit 135, for example, and are transmitted
to the image storage device 120 via the communication unit
133. If the terminal device 140 acquires the two-dimensional
images to be output from the image storage device 120, con-
verts the two-dimensional images into an intermediate image
in which the two-dimensional images are arranged in a pre-
determined format (for example, a lattice form), and displays
the intermediate image on the stereoscopic display monitor,
for example, the doctor or the laboratory technician who is the
observer can browse the medical image capable of being
viewed stereoscopically with the various types of information
(e.g., a scale, a patient’s name, and an examination item)
depicted thereon.

The configuration of the workstation 130 according to the
present embodiment has been described so far. Through this
configuration, the workstation 130 according to the present
embodiment can improve a degree of the depth of a stereo-
scopically viewable image according to control of the control
unit 135, which will be described in detail below. In the
following, a stereoscopically viewable image is sometimes
referred to as a stereoscopic image.

Here, first, a degree of the depth of the stereoscopic image
in the related art will be described. FIG. 7 is a first diagram for
describing a problem of the related art. FIG. 7 illustrates an
example in which a unit pixel group is configured with pixels
110 9, and a stereoscopic image is displayed such that nine
parallax images generated with a parallactic angle “1°” are
output with corresponding pixel values from the respective
pixels. As illustrated in FIG. 7, when a stereoscopic image is
displayed by nine parallax images generated with a parallac-
ticangle “1°,” since parallax is small, information of the depth
included in the nine parallax images is small, and thus a
degree of the depth of the stereoscopic image to be displayed
is lowered.

In this regard, when the parallactic angle increases, the
information of the depth included in the nine parallax images
increases, and a degree of the depth increases, but there is a
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problem in that an image is blurred. FIG. 8 is a second dia-
gram for describing a problem of the related art. FIG. 8
illustrates an example in which a unit pixel group is config-
ured with pixels 1 to 9, and a stereoscopic image is displayed
such that nine parallax images generated with a parallactic
angle “2°” are output with corresponding pixel values from
the respective pixels. As illustrated in FIG. 8, when a stereo-
scopic image is displayed by nine parallax images generated
with a parallactic angle “2° since an angle difference
between parallax images output from neighboring pixels is
large, a displayed stereoscopic image is blurred.

In other words, in the related art, there is a certain limit to
a degree of the depth of a stereoscopic image having no blur.
For example, a technique of increasing the resolution is con-
sidered as a solution to this problem. FIG. 9 is a diagram for
describing an example of a technique of improving a degree
of'the depth of a stereoscopic image having no blur. As illus-
trated in F1G. 9, for example, as a technique of increasing the
resolution, a unit pixel group includes pixels 1 to 18. In this
case, when eighteen parallax images generated with a paral-
lactic angle “1°” are output with corresponding pixel values
from the respective pixels, a stereoscopic image that has an
improved degree of the depth and has no blur can be dis-
played.

However, an increase in the resolution by the hardware
method illustrated in FIG. 9 causes a technical problem and is
not easy to implement. In this regard, in this disclosure, a
degree of'the depth of a stereoscopic image having no blur can
be improved by control of the control unit 135 illustrated in
FIG. 4 without increasing the resolution by the hardware
method. In this regard, the control unit 135 according to the
first embodiment will be described below in detail. FIG. 10 is
a diagram for describing a configuration example of the con-
trol unit 135 according to the first embodiment. As illustrated
in FIG. 10, the control unit 135 includes a rendering control
unit 1351 and a display control unit 1352.

The rendering control unit 1351 performs control such that
parallax images of point-of-view positions which are larger in
number than the number of pixels included in a unit pixel
group to simultaneously display a plurality of parallax images
are generated as a parallax image group displayed by the unit
pixel group. Specifically, the rendering control unit 1351
controls the rendering processing unit 136 such that the vol-
ume rendering process is executed at point-of-view positions
which are equal in number to an integral multiple of a parallax
number displayable by the display unit 132.

FIG. 11 is a diagram for describing an example of a process
performed by the rendering control unit 1351 according to the
first embodiment. For example, when the display unit 132 can
display a parallax image group having nine parallaxes, the
rendering control unit 1351 controls the rendering processing
unit 136 such that eighteen parallax images having a paral-
lactic angle difference of “1°” therebetween are generated by
rotate the point-of-view position from the reference point-of-
view position to (1) through (18) at parallactic angle intervals
of““1°” centering on the center (gravity center) of volume data
as illustrated in FIG. 11. FIG. 11 has been described in con-
nection with the example in which a parallax image is gener-
ated using a perspective projection method. However, an
embodiment is not limited to this example, and, for example,
aparallax image may be generated using a parallel projection
method.

Referring back to FIG. 10, the display control unit 1352
performs control such that a plurality of parallax images
whose point-of-view positions are adjacent to each other in
the parallax image group generated by control of the render-
ing control unit 1351 are displayed by the same pixels while
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switching the plurality of parallax images at an arbitrary
switching speed. Specifically, the display control unit 1352
switches a plurality of parallax images whose point-of-view
positions are adjacent to each other so that a single parallax
image is displayed, for example, 60 times for one second. An
example of a process performed by the display control unit
1352 will be described below with reference to FIGS. 12A
and 12B.

FIG. 12A is a diagram for describing an example of a first
display process performed by the display control unit 1352
according to the first embodiment. FIG. 12A illustrates a
process in which eighteen parallax images illustrated in FIG.
11 are generated by control of the rendering controlunit 1351,
and then the images are displayed the nine-parallax display
unit 132. Here, “T1” illustrated in FIG. 12A represents a time
phase of a display start.

For example, the display control unit 1352 first performs
control such that among parallax images generated at point-
of-view positions (1) to (18), parallax images of positions (1),
3), 5), (), 9), (A1), (13), (15), and (17) are displayed
through pixels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, respectively, as
illustrated in the time phase “T1” of FIG. 12 A. In other words,
the display control unit 1352 performs control such that pixel
values corresponding to the parallax images of the positions
M), 3),(5),(7),(9), (11),(13), (15), and (17) are output from
the pixels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, respectively.

Then, the display control unit 1352 switches the parallax
images to be displayed through the pixels 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6,7, 8,
and 9 at an arbitrary switching speed. FIG. 12B is a diagram
for describing an example of a second display process per-
formed by the display control unit 1352 according to the first
embodiment. FIG. 12B illustrates a process after the display
process illustrated in FIG. 12A is performed. Here, “T2”
illustrated in FIG. 12B represents a time phase next to “T1”
when switching is performed at an arbitrary switching speed.

For example, the display control unit 1352 switches the
parallax images to be displayed through the pixels 1, 2, 3, 4,
5,6,7,8,and 9 to parallax images of the positions (2), (4), (6),
(8), (10), (12), (14), (16), and (18) at an arbitrary switching
speed, respectively, as illustrated in the time phase “T2” of
FIG. 12B. Then, the display control unit 1352 displays the
parallax image groups represented by the time phases “T1”
and “T2” of FIG. 12B through the pixels 1,2, 3,4,5, 6,7, 8,
and 9 while alternately switching the parallax image groups at
an arbitrary switching speed.

Here, the display control unit 1352 switches the parallax
image groups displayed, for example, at the speed of once per
V120 seconds as the arbitrary switching speed. In other words,
the display control unit 1352 causes the display unit 132 to
display the parallax image groups at the frequency of 120 Hz.
This corresponds to a state in which among the eighteen
parallax images, the nine parallax images represented by each
of the time phases “T1” and “T2” are being displayed at 60
Hz, and means that an image is displayed in the same state as
the current state in which the parallax image group is being
displayed at the frequency of 60 Hz at normal times (when
switching is not performed).

As described above, the workstation 130 according to the
first embodiment divides the parallax image group generated
atthe point-of-view positions which are larger in number than
a parallax number supported by the display unit 132 into
groups of parallax number units, and displays each of the
groups while switching each of the groups at an arbitrary
switching speed. Thus, a stereoscopic image including more
information about the depth direction than in the related art
can be displayed, and a degree of the depth of a stereoscopic
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image having no blur can be improved without increasing the
resolution by the hardware method.

Further, as described above, in the present disclosure, a
degree of the depth can be improved by a software method,
and thus an implementation thereof can be easily made. Fur-
ther, for example, a depth increasing mode to increase a
degree of the depth may be set. In this case, when the observer
observes a medical image, the observer can cause the above-
described process to be executed by turning the depth increas-
ing mode on.

Next, a process of the workstation 130 according to the first
embodiment will be described with reference to F1G. 13. FIG.
13 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of a process per-
formed by the workstation 130 according to the first embodi-
ment. As illustrated in FI1G. 13, in the workstation 130 accord-
ing to the first embodiment, when the depth increasing mode
is turned on (Yes in step S101), the rendering control unit
1351 controls the rendering processing unit 136 such that
parallax images are generated at point-of-view positions
which are equal in number to an n multiple of the number of
pixels (step S102).

Then, the display control unit 1352 causes the n parallax
images which are adjacent to one another to be displayed
through the same pixels while alternately switching the n
parallax images at an arbitrary switching speed (step S103).
Thereafter, when the depth increasing mode is turned off or
when an end command is received, the display control unit
1352 ends the process. Meanwhile, the rendering control unit
1351 is on standby until the depth increasing mode is turned
on (No in step S101).

As described above, according to the first embodiment, the
display unit 132 displays a predetermined number of parallax
images. The rendering control unit 1351 performs control
such that a group of parallax images of point-of-view posi-
tions which are larger in number than the predetermined
number are generated. The display control unit 1352 classi-
fies a group of parallax images generated by control of the
rendering control unit 1351 into a first parallax image sub
group including a set of parallax images whose point-of-view
positions are discontinuous to each other and a second paral-
lax image sub group including parallax images whose respec-
tive point-of-view positions are between the respective par-
allax images of the set, and performs controls such that the
display unit 132 displays the first parallax image sub group
and the second parallax image sub group while switching the
first parallax image sub group and the second parallax image
sub group at a predetermined switching speed. Thus, the
workstation 130 according to the first embodiment can dis-
play a stereoscopic image including more information about
the depth direction than in the related art, and can improve a
degree of the depth of a stereoscopic image having no blur
without increasing the resolution by the hardware method.

Further, according to the first embodiment, the display
control unit 1352 switches a plurality of parallax images
whose point-of-view positions are adjacent to each other such
that a single parallax image is displayed 60 times for one
second. Thus, the workstation 130 according to the first
embodiment can display an image in the same display state as
the normal display.

Second Embodiment

The first embodiment has been described in connection
with the example of displaying parallax images having dif-
ferent point-of-view positions through the same pixel while
switching the parallax images. A second embodiment will be
described in connection with an example in which deviation
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between the parallax images displayed through the same
pixel is corrected and then displayed. Further, in the second
embodiment, the same configuration as the control unit 135 of
FIG. 10 according to the first embodiment is provided. In the
second embodiment, a control unit that corrects deviation
between parallax images displayed through the same pixel is
referred to as a display control unit 1352a. In other words, the
display control unit 13524 has a configuration in which a new
process is added to the display control unit 1352 illustrated in
FIG. 10.

Here, first, an outline of a correction process executed by
the display control unit 1352a will be described with refer-
enceto FIG. 14. FIG. 14 is a schematic view for describing an
outline of a process executed by the display control unit
13524 according to the second embodiment. FIG. 14 illus-
trates pixels to output when eighteen parallax images illus-
trated in FIG. 11 are displayed by performing switching in
units of nine parallax images.

For example, in the time phase “T1”, the display control
unit 1352 according to the first embodiment causes parallax
images of positions (1), (3), (5), (7), (9), (11), (13), (15), and
(17) to be displayed through pixels 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8, and 9,
respectively, as illustrated in FIG. 14(A). Further, in the time
phase “T2”, the display control unit 1352 according to the
first embodiment causes parallax images of positions (2), (4),
(6),(8),(10),(12),(14), (16), and (18) to be displayed through
thepixels 1,2,3,4,5, 6,7, 8,and 9, respectively, as illustrated
in FIG. 14(A).

Here, in case of the pixel 1, the parallax image of the
position (1) is displayed in the time phase “T1”, and the
parallax image of the position (2) is displayed in the time
phase “T2.” In other words, deviation corresponding to a
parallactic angle “1°” occurs between the parallax images
displayed through the same pixel. Here, when the observer
actually observes a medical image, it is not easy for the
observer to observe without any movement, and slightly devi-
ated parallax enters the eyes due to high-speed switching.
Thus, a state close to a state in which eighteen parallaxes are
input by a hardware method is created.

Further, the display control unit 1352¢ according to the
second embodiment can perform control such that each of the
parallax images to be displayed is displayed to straddle
between neighboring pixels as illustrated in the time phase
“T2”in FIG. 14(B). For example, as illustrated in FIG. 14(B),
the display control unit 13524 can perform control such that
the parallax image of the point-of-view position (2) is dis-
played through the pixels 1 and 2.

Specifically, the display control unit 1352a calculates a
value ofhalfa pixel value which is supposed to be output from
each pixel for each pixel. Then, in order to cause each parallax
image to be displayed to straddle between neighboring pixels,
the display control unit 1352a accumulates the calculated
value of half'the pixel value for each pixel, and then performs
controls such that an accumulated cumulative value is output
from each pixel as a new pixel value.

FIG. 15 is a diagram for describing an example of a process
performed by the display control unit 1352a according to the
second embodiment. FI1G. 15 illustrates a processing example
of'the display control unit 13524 on one unit pixel group when
the eighteen parallax images illustrated in FIG. 11 are dis-
played through the display unit 132. Even though not illus-
trated, the display control unit 1352a performs the following
process on all of unit pixel groups supported by the display
unit 132.

For example, the display control unit 13524 first extracts
pixel values corresponding to the parallax images to be dis-
played through a certain unit pixel group as illustrated in F1G.

10

40

45

55

18

15(A). Then, the display control unit 13524a determines pixel
values to be output from the respective pixels in the time
phase “T1” and the time phase “T2” as illustrated in FIG.
15(B).

Here, the display control unit 13524 calculates a value of
half'the pixel value for parallax image group ofthe time phase
in which deviation is to be corrected, and calculates a cumu-
lative value to which the calculated value is added for each
pixel. For example, the display control unit 13524 sets the
time phase “I'2” as a correction target, and calculates a value
of half the pixel value, that is, calculates 15 (=30/2) for the
position (2), 25 (=50/2) for the position (4), 15 (=30/2) for the
position (6), and the like as illustrated in FIG. 15(C).

Then, the display control unit 1352¢a sets the calculated
value which is half the pixel value as an addition value on the
neighboring pixel. For example, the display control unit
13524 sets the value “15” calculated based on the pixel value
“30” for the position (2) as the addition value for the pixel
value “50” of the position (4) as illustrated in FIG. 15(C).
Here, the additional value is set only to a pixel that straddles
between pixels. For example, in the pixels 1 and 2 illustrated
in FIG. 14(B), half the parallax image of the position (2) to be
output from the pixel 1 is output from the pixel 2. Thus, the
pixel value “30” of the position (2) to be output through the
pixel 1 is converted into “15” which is a half (%) thereof as
illustrated in FIG. 15(C). Meanwhile, in the pixel 2, the pixel
value “50” of the position (4) is converted into “25” which is
a half (V/2) thereof, but since “15” which is half the pixel value
“30” of the position (2), “15” is set as the additional value.
Further, in the pixel 1, “0” is set as the additional value since
the pixel value corresponding to another parallax image is not
output.

Then, the display control unit 13524 calculates the cumu-
lative value for each pixel by adding the additional value to
the calculated value which is half the pixel value. For
example, the display control unit 13524 calculates “40 (=25+
15)” as the cumulative value of the pixel 2 as illustrated in
FIG. 15(C). Then, the display control unit 1352a determines
the calculated cumulative values as pixel values to be output
through the respective pixel in the time phase of the correction
target. For example, the display control unit 13524 deter-
mines 15 for the pixel 1, 40 for the pixel 2, 40 for the pixel 3,
and the like as the pixel values to be output through the
respective pixels in the time phase “T2” as illustrated in FI1G.
15(D).

Thereafter, the display control unit 13524 performs control
such that the pixel values which are not the correction target
and the determined pixel values are output from the respective
pixels while being alternately switched at an arbitrary switch-
ing speed (for example, once per V120 seconds).

The second embodiment has been described in connection
with the example in which the time phase “T2” is the correc-
tion target. However, an embodiment is not limited to this
example, and for example, the time phase “T1” may be the
correction target. In this case, the display control unit 13524
corrects the pixel values such that the parallax image group of
the time phase “T1” illustrated in FIG. 14(A) is wholly slid to
the left.

Next, a process of the workstation 130 according to the
second embodiment will be described with reference to FIG.
16. FI1G. 16 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of a process
performed by the workstation 130 according to the second
embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 16, in the workstation 130
according to the second embodiment, when the depth increas-
ing mode is turned on (Yes in step S201), the rendering
control unit 1351 controls the rendering processing unit 136
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such that parallax images are generated at point-of-view posi-
tions which are equal in number to an n multiple of the
number of pixels (step S202).

Then, the display control unit 13524 determines whether or
not the correction mode has been turned on (step S203). Here,
when it is determined that the correction mode has been
turned on (Yes in step S203), the display control unit 1352a
calculates a value which is half a pixel value of each of the
parallax images to be displayed in the time phase of the
correction target (step S204).

Thereafter, the display control unit 13524 calculates a
cumulative value to which the calculated value is added (step
S205), and outputs the pixel value of each of the parallax
images to be displayed in the time phase of the correction
target and the calculated cumulative value through the same
pixel while alternately switching the pixel value and the
cumulative value at an arbitrary switching speed (step S206).

However, when it is determined in step S203 that the cor-
rection mode has not been turned on (No in step S203), the
display control unit 1352a outputs the pixel values of the n
parallax images which are adjacent to each other through the
same pixels while alternately switching the pixel values of the
n neighboring parallax images at an arbitrary switching speed
(step S207). Thereafter, when the depth increasing mode is
turned off or when the end command is received, the display
control unit 1352a ends the process. Further, the rendering
control unit 1351 is on standby until the depth increasing
mode is turned on (No in step S201).

As described above, according to the second embodiment,
the display control unit 1352a performs control such that
among a plurality of parallax images to be displayed through
the same pixels, at least one parallax image is displayed to
straddle between the neighboring pixels. Thus, the worksta-
tion 130 according to the second embodiment can correct
deviation between the point-of-view positions of the parallax
images to be displayed through the same pixel, improve a
degree of the depth, and display a high-resolution stereo-
scopic image.

Third Embodiment

The first and second embodiments have been described so
far, but besides the first and second embodiments, various
different embodiments may be made.

The second embodiment has been described in connection
with the example in which deviation of the parallax image is
corrected using the pixel value. However, deviation of the
parallax image can be corrected such that a lenticular lens is
slid in synchronization with a switching timing of the parallax
image. FIG. 17 is a diagram for describing deviation correc-
tion by sliding a lenticular lens according to a third embodi-
ment. FIG. 17 illustrates an example in which a lenticular lens
is slid when the parallax images illustrated in FIG. 12B are
switched.

When deviation is corrected by sliding a lenticular lens, for
example, the display unit 132 includes a driving device that
slides a lenticular lens. For example, the display unit 132
includes a vibration generating device or the like as the driv-
ing device. The control unit 135 synchronizes a switching
frequency of the parallax image with a vibration frequency of
the vibration generating device based on a reference signal
such as a clock.

In this way, the lenticular lens is slid in synchronization
with switching from the parallax images of the time phase
“T1” illustrated in FIG. 17(A) to the parallax images of the
time phase “T2” illustrated in FIG. 17(B), for example, as
illustrated in FIG. 17. For example, when the lenticular lens is
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slid as indicated by an arrow 20 of FIG. 17(B), an advancing
direction of light that has passed through the lenticular lens
changes. Through this operation, deviation between the
point-of-view positions of the parallax images can be cor-
rected.

Further, the vibration frequency of the vibration generating
device may be synchronized with the switching frequency of
the parallax image by manually changing the vibration fre-
quency of the vibration generating device. For example, the
display unit 132 may be provided with a dial used to change
the vibration frequency of the vibration generating device.
The observer can correct deviation between the point-of-view
positions of the parallax images by operating the dial while
observing the stereoscopic image.

Further, the above-described embodiments have been
described in connection with the example in which the eigh-
teen parallax images are generated from the volume data, and
the generated eighteen parallax images are displayed such
that switching is performed units of nine parallax images.
However, an embodiment is not limited to this example, and
an arbitrary number of parallax images may be used to the
extent that the number of parallax image is an integral mul-
tiple of a parallax number. For example, 36 parallax images
may be generated from volume data, and the generated 36
parallax images may be displayed such that switching is
performed units of nine parallax images. In this case, the
display unit 132 is set to perform a display at 240 Hz.

Further, the above-described embodiments have been
described in connection with the example in which the work-
station 130 executes the rendering process on the volume
data, and displays the generated parallax image. However, the
disclosed technology is not limited to this example. For
example, the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110
executes the rendering process on the volume data, and dis-
plays the generated parallax image. Further, either the medi-
cal image diagnosis apparatus 110 or the workstation 130
may execute the rendering process on the volume data, and
the terminal device 140 may display the image.

Further, the above-described embodiments have been
described in connection with the example in which the termi-
nal device 140 displays the medical image acquired from the
image storage device 120. However, the disclosed technology
is not limited to this example. For example, the terminal
device 140 may be connected directly to the medical image
diagnosis apparatus 110 or the workstation 130.

Further, the above-described embodiments have been
described in connection with the example in which the work-
station 130 acquires the volume data from the image storage
device 120, and executes the rendering process on the volume
data. However, the disclosed technology is not limited to this
example. For example, the workstation 130 may acquire the
volume data from the medical image diagnosis apparatus 110,
and execute the rendering process on the volume data.

As described above, according to the embodiments, the
image processing system, apparatus and method and the
medical image diagnosis apparatus of the present embodi-
ment can improve a degree of the depth of the stereoscopi-
cally viewable image.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
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claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.
What is claimed is:
1. An image processing system, comprising:
a display configured to display a stercoscopic image by
arranging parallax images generated by performing a
volume rendering process on volume data while sequen-
tially changing a point-of-view position by a predeter-
mined parallactic angle with a same number of pixels as
a number of point-of-view positions, and outputting the
arranged parallax images; and
a processing circuit configured to
generate different parallax images which are an integer
multiple of the number of pixels by performing the
volume rendering process on the volume data at point-
of-view positions which are the integer multiple of the
number of pixels when receiving an operation to
change to a predetermined mode,

classify the generated different parallax images that are
the integer multiple of the number of pixels into a first
parallax image sub group to be a set of parallax
images whose point-of-view positions are discontinu-
ous to each other and a same in number as the number
of pixels and a second parallax image sub group
including a set of parallax images whose point-of-
view positions are between the point-of-view posi-
tions of the first parallax image sub group and a same
in number as the number of pixels, and

perform control such that the display continuously dis-
plays the first parallax image sub group and the sec-
ond parallax image sub group while alternately
switching the first parallax image sub group and the
second parallax image sub group at a predetermined
switching speed while in the predetermined mode.

2. The image processing system according to claim 1,

wherein the processing circuit performs control such that
the first parallax image sub group and the second paral-
lax image sub group are switched and displayed such
that each of the parallax images included in the first
parallax image sub group and the second parallax image
sub group is displayed an arbitrary number of times for
one second.

3. The image processing system according to claim 1,

wherein the processing circuit classifies a plurality of par-
allax image sub groups obtained by classifying parallax
images whose point-of-view positions are between the
point-of-view positions of the first parallax image sub
group into different parallax image sub groups as the
second parallax image sub group, and performs control
such that the first parallax image sub group and the
parallax image sub groups included in the second paral-
lax image sub group are sequentially switched and dis-
played.

4. The image processing system according to claim 1,

wherein the processing circuit generates an interim image
obtained by averaging pixel values of a plurality of par-
allax images included in either of the first parallax image
sub group and the second parallax image sub group from
the plurality of parallax images on a portion in which the
point-of-view positions of a plurality of parallax images
included in the first parallax image sub group and the
point-of-view positions of a plurality of parallax images
included in the second parallax image sub group are
alternately continuous between the parallax image sub
groups, and performs control such that the display dis-
plays the generated interim image instead of the plural-
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ity of parallax images while switching the interim image
at a predetermined switching speed.

5. An image processing apparatus, comprising:
a display configured to display a stereoscopic image by

arranging parallax images generated by performing a
volume rendering process on volume data while sequen-
tially changing a point-of-view position by a predeter-
mined parallactic angle with a same number of pixels as
a number of point-of-view positions, and outputting the
arranged parallax images; and

a processing circuit configured to

generate different parallax images which are an integer
multiple of the number of pixels by performing the
volume rendering process on the volume data at point-
of-view positions which are the integer multiple of the
number of pixels when receiving an operation to
change to a predetermined mode,

classify the generated different parallax images that are
the integer multiple of the number of pixels into a first
parallax image sub group to be a set of parallax
images whose point-of-view positions are discontinu-
ous to each other and a same in number as the number
of pixels and a second parallax image sub group
including a set of parallax images whose point-of-
view positions are between the point-of-view posi-
tions of the first parallax image sub group and a same
in number as the number of pixels, and

perform control such that the display continuously dis-
plays the first parallax image sub group and the sec-
ond parallax image sub group while alternately
switching the first parallax image sub group and the
second parallax image sub group at a predetermined
switching speed while in the predetermined mode.

6. An image processing method, comprising:
generating, by a processing circuit, different parallax

images which are an integer multiple of the number of
pixels by performing the volume rendering process on
the volume data at point-of-view positions which are the
integer multiple of the number of pixels when receiving
an operation to change to a predetermined mode; and

classifying, by a processing circuit, the generated different

parallax images which are the integer multiple of the
number of pixels into a first parallax image sub group to
be a set of parallax images whose point-of-view posi-
tions are discontinuous to each other and a same in
number as the number of pixels and a second parallax
image sub group including a set of parallax images
whose point-of-view positions are between the point-of-
view positions of the first parallax image sub group and
a same in number as the number of pixels, and

performing control, by the processing circuit, such that a

display that displays a stereoscopic image by arranging
parallax images generated by performing the volume
rendering process on the volume data while sequentially
changing a point-of-view position by a predetermined
parallactic angle with a same number of pixels as a
number of point-of-view positions, and outputting the
arranged parallax images, continuously displays the first
parallax image sub group and the second parallax image
sub group while alternately switching the first parallax
image sub group and the second parallax image sub
group at a predetermined switching speed while in the
predetermined mode.

7. A medical image diagnosis apparatus, comprising:
a display configured to display a stereoscopic image by

arranging parallax images generated by performing a
volume rendering process on volume data while sequen-
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tially changing a point-of-view position by a predeter-

mined parallactic angle with a same number of pixels as

a number of point-of-view positions, and outputting the

arranged parallax images; and

a processing circuit configured to

generate different parallax images which are an integer
multiple of the number of pixels by performing the
volume rendering process on the volume data at point-
of-view positions which are the integer multiple of the
number of pixels when receiving an operation to
change to a predetermined mode,

classify the generated different parallax images that are
the integer multiple of the number of pixels into a first
parallax image sub group to be a set of parallax
images whose point-of-view positions are discontinu-
ous to each other and a same in number as the number
of pixels and a second parallax image sub group
including a set of parallax images whose point-of-
view positions are between the point-of-view posi-
tions of the first parallax image sub group and a same
in number as the number of pixels, and

perform control such that the display continuously dis-
plays the first parallax image sub group and the sec-
ond parallax image sub group while alternately
switching the first parallax image sub group and the
second parallax image sub group at a predetermined
switching speed while in the predetermined mode.
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